IN THE CLAIMS 

Claim 1 has been amended as follows: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A postage meter machine comprising: 
a processing unit; 

a data transmission device connected to said processing unit and adapted for 
transmitting information between said processing unit and a remote 
data center via a telecommunication network; 

said data transmission device including a connection arrangement for making 
a communication connection to a shared telecommunication line of 
said telecommunication network , said shared telecommunication line 
being shared by said data transmission device and a further 
telecommunication device : 

a monitoring device connected to said processing unit for monitoring a usage 
status of said telecommunication line , said usage status indicating 
usage of said shared telecommunication line by said further 
telecommunication device, and for providing usage status information 
to said processing unit; and 

said processing unit controlling a connection setup to said telecommunication 
network via said shared telecommunication line by said data 
transmission device dependent on said usage status information. 

Claim 2 has been amended as follows: 

2. (Currently Amended) A postage meter machine as claimed in claim 1 
wherein usag e of said to lo commun i c a t i on li n e i s shar e d by sa i d data transm i ssion 
d e v i c e a nd a furth e r t o l o commun i c a t i on d e v i c e , and wh e r ei n said processing unit 
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suppresses setup of said connection by said data transmission device if said usage 
status information indicates that said shared telecommunication line is in use by said 
further telecommunication device. 

3. (Original) A postage meter machine as claimed in claim 2 wherein said 
usage status information includes a suppression signal generated by said monitoring 
device. 

Claim 4 has been amended as follows: 

4. (Currently Amended) A postage meter machine as claimed in claim 1 
wherein usag e of sa i d t ele commun i cation li ne i s shar e d by said data transm i ssion 
dev i c e and a further t ele commun i cat i on d e v i c e , and wh e r e in said monitoring device 
identifies an attempt at a connection setup via said shared telecommunication line by 
said further telecommunication device, and includes information identifying said 
attempt in said usage status information. 

Claim 5 has been amended as follows: 

5. (Currently Amended) A postage meter machine as claimed in claim 4 
wherein said monitoring device generates an interrupt signal in said usage status 
information upon identification of said attempt, and wherein said processing unit, 
upon receiving said interrupt signal, causes said data transmission device to 
interrupt use of said shared telecommunication line. 

Claim 6 has been amended as follows: 

6. (Currently Amended) A postage meter machine as claimed in claim 5 
wherein said interrupt signal is a first interrupt signal, and wherein said monitoring 
device, upon receiving a control signal from said processing unit to interrupt said use 
of said shared telecommunication line by said data transmission device, generates a 



second interrupt signal and transmits said second interrupt signal to said data center 
via said shared telecommunication line before interrupting said connection. 
Claim 7 has been amended as follows: 

7. (Currently Amended) A system for communicating between a data center 
and a postage meter machine, comprising: 

a postage meter machine having a processing unit; 

a data center located remote from said postage meter machine; 

a data transmission device connected to said processing unit and adapted for 
transmitting information between said processing unit and said data 
center via a telecommunication network; 

said data transmission device including a connection arrangement for making 
a communication connection to a shared telecommunication line of 
said telecommunication network , said shared telecommunication line 
being shared by said data transmission device and a further 
telecommunication device ; 

a monitoring device connected to said processing unit for monitoring a usage 
status of said shared telecommunication line , said usage status 
indicating usage of said shared telecommunication line by said further 
telecommunication device, and for providing usage status information 
to said processing unit; and 

said processing unit controlling a connection setup to said telecommunication 
network via said shared telecommunication line by said data 
transmission device dependent on said usage status information. 

Claim 8 has been amended as follows: 



8. (Currently Amended) A system as claimed in claim 7 wherein said 
tel e communicat i on l i n e is shar e d by sa i d data transm i ssion dev i c e and a further 
t el ecommunication d e vic e , and wh e r ei n said monitoring device identifies an attempt 
at a connection setup via said shared telecommunication line by said further 
telecommunication device and includes a first interrupt signal in said usage status 
information supplied to said processing unit, and wherein said processing unit, upon 
receiving said first interrupt signal, supplies a control signal to said data transmission 
device instructing said data transmission device to interrupt said connection, and 
wherein said data transmission device, upon receipt of said control signal, generates 
a second interrupt signal and transmits said second interrupt signal to said data 
center via said shared telecommunication line before interrupting said connection. 

Claim 9 has been amended as follows: 

9. (Currently Amended) A method for controlling communication between a 
postage meter machine and a remote data center via a communication network 
having a shared telecommunication line shared by the postage meter machine and a 
further telecommunication device, said method comprising the steps of: 

providing a postage meter machine with a processing unit and a data 
transmission device connected to said processing unit, and transmitting 
information between said processing unit and a remote data center via 
[[a]] said telecommunication network; 

including in said data transmission device a connection arrangement for 
making a communication connection to [[a]] said shared 
telecommunication line of said telecommunication network; 
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with a monitoring device connected to said processing unit, monitoring a 
usage status of said telecommunication line , said shared 
telecommunication line being shared by said data transmission device 
and a further telecommunication device ; and providing usage status 
information to said processing unit; and 

controlling, via said processing unit, a connection setup to said 
telecommunication network via said shared telecommunication line by 
said data transmission device dependent on said usage status 
information. 

Claim 10 has been amended as follows: 

10. (Currently Amended) A method as claimed in claim 9 wh e r ei n usag e of 
s a id t ele commun i cat i on l in e i s shar e d by s ai d data transmiss i on d e vic e and a furth e r 
t ele commun i c a tion device, and, comprising via said processing unit, suppressing 
setup of said connection by said data transmission device if said usage status 
information indicates that said shared telecommunication line is in use by said further 
telecommunication device. 

11. (Original) A method as claimed in claim 10 comprising including a 
suppression signal generated by said monitoring device in said usage status 
information. 

Claim 12 has been amended as follows: 

12. (Currently Amended) A method as claimed in claim 9 whoro i n usage of 
sa i d to l ecommun i cat i on line is shared by sa i d data transm i ss i on dev i c e and a furth e r 
t e l e commun i cat i on d e v i ce, and comprising identifying, via said monitoring device, an 
attempt at a connection setup via said shared telecommunication line by said further 



telecommunication device, and including information identifying said attempt in said 
usage status information. 

Claim 13 has been amended as follows: 

13. (Currently Amended) A method as claimed in claim 12 comprising 
including an interrupt signal in said usage status information upon identification of 
said attempt, and said processing unit, upon receiving said interrupt signal, causing 
said data transmission device to interrupt use of said shared telecommunication line. 

Claim 14 has been amended as follows: 

14. (Currently Amended) A method as claimed in claim 13 wherein said 
interrupt signal is a first interrupt signal, and comprising generating a second 
interrupt signal in said monitoring device, upon receiving a control signal from said 
processing unit to interrupt said use of said telecommunication line by said data 
transmission device, and transmitting said second interrupt signal to said data center 
via said shared telecommunication line before interrupting said connection. 
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